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Rom. 2. 1. Therefore thou art inexcuſable, O Man, whoever thou 
art, that judged : For wherein thou judgeſt another, thou con-| | 
demmeſt thy ſelf ; for thou that judgeſt, doeſt the ſame things. 
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TO THE 


READE R: 


Friendly Reader, 
N E Eminent Proof of a Chriſtian is, a Peace- 

able Spirit, and his living, as much as in him 

lies, at Peace with all Men: Indeed it is a 

State and Station ſo deſireable by us, that had we 

met with ReficQtions and Revilings which were only 

Perſonal, we value the Peace and Comfort of Retire- 

ment ſo much, that we ſhould have willingly lain 

down under it, with only ſpeaking to the Perſons 
that have injured us: But the occaſion of our now 
appearing is DoQtrinal, and in Defence of the Holy 

Light within, which ſome Prieſts in Norfolk have 

Cha with Expoſing Us, the Followers of it, to 

Blaſp emy, as touch*'d by us. 

ow our Oppoſers pretend to Accuſe Us out of the 

Writings of ſome of our Friends, but have hitherto 

dealt unfairly by us, in refuſing us the Knowledge of 

thoſe Books, and their Pages, wherein they are diſ- 
ſatisfied ; which, if they had granted us, it might 
have made way for an Amicable SatisfaQtion. 

We have been Converſant with ſome of the Wri- 
s of our Friends, but know not any Book ( to be 
to the Author) that has any ſuch groſs Conſe- 
uence to be drawn from it; if we mer with as 

chi of that Nature, we ſhould with Sincerity Dete 

the fame: And we have deſired Juſtice in this reſpect, 
viz, To know the Name of the Author, Book and Page; 
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but they have denied us, which makes us conclude, 
that it 1s a contrived Buſineſs by them, 1/f. To caſt 
that Scandal and Odium upon us, and then endeavour 
to Incenſe the Government againſt us. And indeed 
their PraQtice 1n our County of Norfolk, to ſtir up-ſome 
Meiſtrates againſt us, and to carry it further, viz. Jo 
Incenſe the Government, doth ſufficiently ſhew, that 
it was.a deſign; Yet we know there is an Over-ruling 
Power, that bounds and limits all things, and before 
him we ſpread our Cauſe, and doubt not, but he 
will be our Helper in every Exerciſe, that comes up- 
ON Us. 61-1 | 

And this know, tho? we- have returned the Charge 
upon theſe our Adverfaries, it is not that-we delight 
in Controverſie, but to Vindicate that Glorious Truth, 
the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath made 
| known unto us, ps | 

And now we Appeal to all People, that have had 
knowledge of us, whether we have Acted like Ble- 
phemers : "For God knoweth our Hearts and Conſciences,, 
we are not Conſcious to our ſelves herein. 

This js our tender and juſt Requeſt to all that ſhall 
read this enſuing Treatiſe, Lay aſide all Partiality, and: 
( Noble Berean-Jike) examine the Teſtimony of Scriptare, 
and ſee whether what we have herein Aſſerted be nat Con- 
ſonant therewith. | 
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TRUE LIGHT 
Owned and Vindicated, &yc. 


' F \Onatroverſie we love not, but are concern'd to 
Fa. appar in the juſt: Defence of our Holy Pro- 

w- fefion; and at this time, more Principally, of 
that divine Light. within, which being' firuck at by 
certain Prieſts m Norfolk, who are in an eager Purſuit 
after us, as though they had a deſign to devour us 
at .once;' and for that end, they have endeavoured to 


blacken the bln called- Quakers with moſt groſs 


Charges of Blaſphemy, 'andViti as/ high a+ Nature as 
well could be. Exhibited: againft 'a People * And” all 
this with a deſign to render us Obnoxious to the Go- 
vernment, who have granted” us the free: Exerciſe 'of 
oar Conſciences towards God For. which Priviledpe we 
havebeen and are truly. Thankfut urito-God and the 
Government, 'and hope we'ſhalf' *never pive occaſion 
unto them to — us: of -the ſarhe; <2 ©! 
| But we being of late Expoſed in Print, by a Charge 
of —_— , and' ſeveral loud Clamoars, as though we 
were Blaſphemers ; and that RW John Meri- 
ton, and Laurence Parke, the Pticſts afAWid, might do 
their Bofineſs. efteQually; in-Charging 'us;'they have 
given'under- their: Hands,” in their firſt*Eetrer, : theſe 
Charges, 'viz, 'That we, ithe People called Quakers, are 
guilty'of Bhaſphemy; take it in their 'own words (lay 
they) I. We 
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I. We Charge you, with Blaſphemy againſt God. 

TI. We Charge you with BY emy againſt Teſus Chriſt, 

II. We Charge you, with Blaſphemy againſt the Holy 
Scriptares. 

Very high, and moſt ſevere Charges; and to com- 
pleat and confirm their Charges, ſays, in their Fifth 
Charge, & & 
rags e Charge you, That the Light within, as taught 
by. you, leaves you without 'any certain Rule, and expoſes 


you to the fore-mentioned, and many other Blaſphe- 
mes, 


Now this being Aſſigned by them, for the Expoſi 
Cauſe of the = 2 roms and many aher3 BU. 
phemies; we ſhall make it appear, that it hath no 
{uch Tendency, or Expoſing Cauſe or Effe@ in it : So 
we may conclude the whole Structure of their Charges, 
being built upon it, becomes Null and Void ; and in- 
ſicad of Proving: the Qeaters Blaſphemers, they (the 
aforeſaid Prieſts) have brought the Gailt of Bleſphemy 
upon themſelves, in all thoſe Particulars, they have 
Charged the Quakers withal,which is plainly Proveable 
upon them : And God will plead with them, for that 
great Indignity they have offered to his Divine Being, 
who is the Glorious and Everlaſting Light, and Shines 
in Man, - It's probable theſe Men fee not what the 
have done; for Prejudice , hath blinded them, an 
drawn them into a Fierce Purſuit of the Quakers, and 
that cauſlefsly too, which has inſnared themſelves. 
But had they minded that; Exhortation of Pas, 
Philip. 4. 5. had not loſt the Condudt of Modera- 
zion, which might have kept them back, from wrong- 
ing an Innocent People, and alſo have preſerved-them 
from that Guilt of Blaſpheny they have brought upon 
themſelves ; and the Bram i in their own Eyes, Mat. 7. 
354+ 
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2, 4. And they ere taken in their own Snare, which they 
Gove laid for the = Here are their C 

truly Stated and Applied, according to what they im- 
port, ——_ the Quakers. | 

Pr. I. We Charge you, with foony againſt God. 

Qs. How cometh this to be ſo: 

Pr, We Charge you, That the Light within, «s taught by 
you, expoſes you to Blaſpheme God. 

Fe IT. We Charge you, with Blaſphemy againſt Jeſus 
Chriſt. j 

£4. How cometh this to be o ? 

Pr. We Charge you, That the Light within, as taught 
by you, expoſes you to Blaſpheme Jeſus Chriſt. 

Pr. III. We Charge you, with Blaſphemy aggainſt the 
Hoh Scriptures. 

£2. How cometh this to be ſo? 

Pr. We Charge you, That the Light within, as tanght 
by you, expoſes you to Blaſpheme the Holy Scriptares. 

Ay !' And not only the fore-muntioned, but many other 
Blaſphemzies, the Light mithin, as taupbt by'you, expoſes 
you unto. | ny 

Now let all Moderate People judge, by what here 
followeth, whether theſe Men before-mentioned are 
not become Guilty of Blaſphemy themfelves, in | 
reſpeR,'as is above ſaid: For Firft, We do Sdlermly, 
aud in good Confcience, 'Teftific and Dechre, im be- 
balf of \the People called Qgaters, That: they Profels 
and 'Teach no other Light within, for Man to be led 
and: guided by, than what the Hey -Scriptures hald 
Forth, and declares of/'very; plainly, congerning "the 
Eternnt\Gody) and” Feſus Chriff, the' Eternal San of Gol, 
- and: the: Enerazl |'Sperit, iprozecdivis from 'the Father and 
tbe” Sow';. who with the Father and" Son, is one God bleſſed 
ifer ever. | > 

| Now 
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Now, faith the Scripturggir- Jobs 2.5. This they & 
#he Meſſage that" "we have heard of him, and declare unto 
,y0n,"That' God is Light, and.in him.u no Darkneſs at 
all: And Verſe 7. If we walk 'in the Light, as he is in 
the 'Light, then have we Fellowſhip one with another, and 
t!re Blood of Jeſus Chriſt his Son cleanſeth us *_ all 
Sin, - 1 Cor. 4, 6. For God, who commanded the Light 
to (bine out of Darkneſs, hath ſhined in our Hearts, to 
give the Light of the Knowledge of the Glory of God in 
the Face of Jeſus Chriſt, This they, the Quakers, 
teach, and nothing contrary, nor repugnant thereunto 
( nor never did.) 

Now, faith the Prieſts aforeſaid, in their Fifth 
Charge, We Charge you, That | the Light within, as 
taught by you, expoſes you to the afore-mentioned, and many 
other Blaſphemies, 

Obſerve, The Quakers are taught to believe, ac- 
cording to the afore-mentioned Teſtimonies of Scrip- 
ture, That God is Light, and Shines in Man, to 
make Man Fruitful in the Knowledge of. Himſelf : 
Therefore God*s Appearance within, is their Light 
within. And this the true Miniſters teach, according 
as every one hath received Ability from God: And 
contrary to this the Quakers never taught. 

Now faith. H. M. J. M. and L. P.-ini their- afore- 
mentioned Charge, viz, We Charge ; jou, That the 
Light within, as taught by you, expoſes J0a to Blaſpheme 
od. i 


Now the Quakers teach no other Light, but what 
the Holy Scriptures do plainly and pleatifully- declate 
of, viz. Jeſus Chriſt, as God's Covenant: of Light, who 
came in the Fleſh, in .the fulneſs of Time ; who» ws 
Conceived of the Holy Ghoſt, and Born of the Virgin 
Mary, Mat. 1. 18. and 2, 1, 2, Lake 1. 30, 35. and 2:14 1, 
_ Being 
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Being, of t.;2 Seed of Abraham and David, according to 
the Fleſh; and in the Body by the Grace of God : 
Taſted Death for every Man, Heb. 2. 9. Offered up him- 
Jelf a Sacrifice for Sins, acceptable and hors th fo 
God the Father, Eph. 5. 2. Bearing our Sins in his own 
Body on the Tree, that we being dead to Sin, ſhould live 
unto Righteouſneſs; by whoſe Stripes healing comes to 
the truly Believing Soul, 1 Pet. 2. 24. And that through 
Death, he might deſtroy him that hath the Power of Death ; 
and bring forth Life and Immortality unto Light, through 
the Goſpel of the Grace of Goa, Heb. 2. 14. 2 Tim. 1. 
9, TO. And is declared to be the Son of God, with Power, 
according to the Spirit of Holineſs, by the Reſurreftion 
from the Dead, Rom. 1. 3,4. And i aſcended into Hea- 
ven, ſits at the Right Hand of God, glorified with the 
ſame Glory that he had with the Father, before the World 
was, John 17. 5. And is our Meazator, appearing in 
the Preſence of God for us; and in the appointed Time 
of God the Father, ſhall come to Judge the Quick and 
the Dead; and now is in a moſt Spiritual Glorious 
Manner with his Church: And in his Divine Being 
is one with the Father; and is Eminently Declared 
of, as God*s Covenant of Light, as the Holy Scrip- 
tures witneſſeth; Joh 1. 1, 2, 3,4. In the Beginning was 
the Word, and the Word was with God, ana the Word 
was God, 'The ſame was in the beginning with God: All 
things were made by him; and witthut him was not any 
thing maas that was made, In nim was Life, and the 
Life was the Light of Men. Ver. 6, 7,8, 9. There was 
a Man ſent from God, whoſe name was ſohn : The ſame 
came for a Witneſs, to bear Witneſs of the Light, that 
all Men through him might Believe. He (John) was 
not that Light, vat was ſeat to bear Witneſs of that 
Light: That was the true Light, which lighteth every 
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Man that cometh into the World, you +112. Then 
pake Jeſus again unto them, ſaying, I am the Light of 
the World; he that followeth me, ſhall not abide in Dark= 
eſs, but ſhall have the Light of Life. And Paa!, that 
able Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, was ſent to the Gert iles, 
To open their Eyes, and to turn them from Darkneſs to 
Light, and from the Power of Satan unto God, that they 
might receive Forgiveneſs of Sins, and Inheritance among 
them which are Sandtified by Faith that # inChriſt, 

And when ſome were turned to the Lord at Ephe- 


Fph. 5.8,/as, he ſaith unto them, Te were Jometimes Darkneſs, 


9, 10, 


but now are ye Light in the Lord: Walk as Chilaren of 
Light ( for the Frait of the Spirit # in all Goodneſs, and 
Rrghteouſneſs, and Truth) Proving what is acceptable an- 
to the Lord, And other Scriptures plainly ſhew forth 
the Excellent Appearance of Chriſt, as God's Covenant 
of Light, 'as Iſaiah 49. 6. Lake 1. 78, 79. and 2, 32, 
Atts 13. 47. | 

Now as God 1s in Chriſt, and he faith, I and my 
Father are One: So 15 he the Divine Light in Man ; 
and wc own no other Light within for a Teacher, but 
as 1s aforeſaid, of the Father and Son, Inlightning us 
by the Holy Spirit: And we profels no other Light 
within to be our Guide. | 

Now the Prieſts Second Charge is, Blaſphemy againſt 
Jeſus Chriſt; and lay they, We Charge you, That the 
Light within, as taught by you, expoſes you to-Blaſpheme 
Feſas Chriſt. 

1. If the Light which ſhines in the Heart of Man, 
be God and Chriſt, as we believe and teach, then it's 
impoſſible the Light within, fo taught by us, ſhould 
expoſe us to Blaſphemy againſt God, Chriſt, or the 
Holy Scriptures, 


But 
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But the Light which ſhines ig the Heart of Man, is 
God and Chriſt, Therefore, &c. | 

2, If the holy Scriptures preceeded from this divine 
Light within, as we believe and teach, then it is impol- 
ible this divine Light within, ſhould expoſe us to Blaſ- 
phemy againſt the holy Scriptures. 

But the holy Scriptures proceeded from this divine 
Light within, therefore, &c. 

3. Now we the People called Quakers, do-own and 
teach no other Light within, to be our Guide, but what 
the Scriptyres do declare of, concerning God, Je- 
ſus Chriſt'and the holy Spirit; and as the Scri- 
ptures teſtifie of the Lizhr, ſo they ſet forth its 
Teachings, Pſal. 43. 3. O ſend out thy Light and 
thy Truth ; let them lead me, let them bring me, unto thy 
holy Hill, and to.thy T abernacles: Pal, 36, g. For with 
thee is the Fountain of Life, in thy Light ſhall we ſee 
Light : Plal. 119. 105. Thy Word i a Lamp unto my 
Feet, and a Light unto my Paths, John 12. 36. While 
you have the Light, believe in the Light, that you may 
be Children of Light; and verſe 44. (faith Chriſt ) 
T am come a Light into the World, that whoſoever belicve; 
in me, may not abide in Darkneſs: John 3. 21. But bs 
that doth Truth, cometh to the Light, that his Deeas 
may be made manifeſt, that they are all wrought in God. 
But to the Unbelievers hear what the Scriptures fay, 
Iſa, to. 17. The Light of Iſrael ſhall be for- a Fire, and 
his holy One for a Flame, and it ſhall burn and devour 
his Thorns and his Briers in one Day: John 3. 19, 20. 
And this is the Condemnation that Light is come into the 
World, and Men love Darkneſs rather than Light, be- 
cauſe their Deeds were Evil ; For every one that doth Evil, 
hateth the Light ; neither cometh to the Light, leſt hi 


Deeds ſhould be reproved : Eph. 5. 13, 14. Bat all things 
B 2 that 
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that are reproved, are made manifeſt by the Light : For 
whatſoever doth make manifeſt" is Light : Wherefore he 
faith, Awake thou that Sleepeſt, and ariſe from the Dead, 
and Chriſt ſball give thee Light: 1 John 1. 7. If we walk 
in the Light, as he ts in the Light, then have we fellonſhip 
one with another; and the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt his 
Son, cleanſeth us from all Sin: 1 John 2. 10.. He that 
loveth his Brother abideth in the Light, and there « 
none occaſion of ſtumbling in him. 

The holy Scripture doth excelfently ſet forth the 
true Light in Man, and the precious Benefits received 
by believing in it, and walking in itz it guides to 
Chriſt the Fountain, that we may be waſhed, and 
know the cleanſing Vertue of his Blood, and thereby 
know a part with him : Yea, a holy Intereſt ſealed to 
our Immortal Souls. 

Now the Scriptures bears this Teſtimony to, and 
concerning, the divine Light, and the Quakers own nor 
teach no other Lreht for their Guide, than as the Scri- 
ptures doth thus plentifully ſet forth, and bear Teſtt- 
ſtimony unto: Therefore they that contradict the Scri- 
pture in their Teſtimony concerning the divine Light 
within, and its teachings, they B/aſpheme the Scri- 
ptures. But the Prieſts aforeſaid do contradi&t the 
Scripture; therefore they Blaſpheme the holy Scri- 
pture-Teſtimony, in faying, Jhe Light within «s 
taught by us, expoſes the followers of it to Blaſphemy, And 
until they can prove that the Quakers teach another 
Light, than what is aforementioned, their Charges 
are returned upon themſelves. 1ſt, Guilty of Blaſphemy 
againſt God. 21y, Guilty of Blaſphemy againſt Jeſus Chriſt. 
3ly.. Guilty of Blaſphemy againſt the holy Scriptures: And 
all this is proved upon them, from their 5:4 Charge 
under their own Hands, and lies upon them until they 
can 
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can make it appear, that the Qxakers hold forth ſome- 
thingelſe for the Light, than what the Scripture wit- 
neſſeth unto, concerning the divine Light, which we 
are ſatisfied oy can never do; and indeed looks like - 
a piece of Madneſs in theſe Undertakers, that they 
ſhould Charge Chriſt the Light within to expoſe to Blaſe 
hemy, 

O! how will they anſwer this in the great Day of 
Judgment, to offer ſuch great indignity to God, the F4- Jam. 1.17. 
ther of Lights? O! that they might find a place of Re- 
pentance, for God inlightens mankind not to expoſe 
them to Error, but to ſhew and preſerve them out 
of It. And Man cannot Err in following of the 
Light, but doth always Err, when he goes from, or 
Rebels againſt the Light. They are of thoſe that re- (yp 2411 
bel againſt the Lizht, they know not the ways thereof, : 
nor abide in the Paths thereof: But the Path of the 
Tuſt is as 4 ſhining Light, that ſhineth more and more 
unto the perfect Day : The way of the wicked is as Dark- 
weſs, they know not at what they ſtumble, Thus it's 
plain, when Man Errs, he goes fromthe Light, and 
therefore he is judged by the Light : And if any pro- 
feſfing the Light tor- their Leader, do Err (which 
they may) the L744 itſelf is not to be charged there- 
with, becauſe it leads Man to abſtain from every ap- 
pearance of Evil, and to cleave to that which is Good: To Rom. 12 
eſchew Evil, and do Good, and live for ever more; * | 
Bleſſed be the Name of the Lord, who hath preferv- 
ed the holy Scriptures, that we have the Teltimony 
thereof, which are ſo plain concerning theſe divine 
Truths; happy are they, that know the Light of 
God's holy Sparit to infpire and inlighten Them ; they 
can ſay, that which was written aforetime, was written 

for oar Learning, that w? through Patience, and the Com: _ 15, 
fort ® 
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fort of the Scriptures might have er 


> Tim. 3. truly profitable for Dotirine, Reproof, Correition, Inftru- 


16. 17. 
Rom. $. 
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Tia. 60. J+ 


* Mat. 5.6, 


tion in Righteouſneſs, that the Man of God ( which 
none can truly be, but as they are /ed by the Spirit of 
God ) may be perfect ; throughly furniſhed unto every 
good Work, 

The Lord open the eyes of Nations, and ( if it be 
is Will ) all People that they may come to his Lyrghr, 
that the Light of the knowledge of the Glory of God 
may cover the Earth, as the Waters cover the Sea; 


" that ſo Darkneſs may be diſperſed, and Wickedneſs 


put an end unto, and Sincerity, Integrity, Tender- 
heartedneſs, with Love unfeigned, may grow amongſt 
all People: So ſhall we wear the Baage of Chritlt's 
Diſciples. This will open our Hearts more and more, 
in Love towards God, and this will diſpoſe and in- 
cline us to Hunger and Thirſt after Righteouſneſs, fo 
ſhall we have a taſte of Heaven here, and by abideing 
faithful, and following the Lord fully, ſhall have an 
aſſurance of the full enjoyment thereof hereafter ; 
which the Lord grant, for his dear Son's Sake, to 
all ſincere tenderhearted People, of whatſoever Name 
or Profeition they may be; is our deſire, who love So- 
bricty and Tenderheartedneſs among all Perſwaſions. 


Richard Aſhby, 
John Fiddeman, 
John Cade. 
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